
 

Blanford Mere Homework Policy 

 

 

Article 29: 

Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It 

should also help you learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and 

respect other people.  

 

The purpose of homework: 

 

“A good well managed homework programme helps children to develop skills 

and attitudes they will need for successful lifelong learning. Homework also 

develops the independent learning skills and provides parents with an 

opportunity to take part in their children’s education.” 

 

In particular at Blanford Mere we feel that there are 3 aims for our homework: 

 

1) To consolidate and reinforce children’s skills and understanding particularly in 

literacy and numeracy. 

2) To encourage pupils to develop the confidence and self discipline to study on 

their own and prepare them for the requirements of secondary school. 

3) To provide opportunity for parents to become involved in their children’s 

education. 

 

The nature of homework 

Homework should not cause undue stress on the child, family or the teacher. 

Homework can be set in a variety of different forms with many different 

expectations and outcomes. This might require the children to: 

 Find out / research information 

 Reading in preparation for lessons 

 Prepare an oral presentation 

 Plan / draft ideas for a project 

 

What is homework for Reception children? 

For children in Reception homework consists of: 

 Daily reading for 10 minutes with a parent or carer 

 Phonic sounds to practise and consolidate work done in school 

 High Frequency words to learn to read and write 



 

What is homework for KS1 children? 

For children in KS1 homework consists of: 

 Daily reading for 10 minutes with a parent or carer 

 Read and Go to reinforce comprehension skills, given at the teacher’s 

discretion 

 Occasional maths and science homework may be set to reinforce work 

covered in class. 

 

What is homework for KS2 children? 

For children in KS2 homework consists of: 

 Daily reading for 10-15 minutes with a parent or carer (fluent readers in 

years 5 and 6 may read on their own for some sessions but it is still 

important for parents to read and discuss the book with their children at 

least once a week). 

 Weekly practise of targeted spelling / multiplication facts. 

 Each week a piece of work will be sent home to help the child to practise 

maths and/or writing skills. As a guide, this weekly work should take 

between 30 and 60 minutes to complete. 

 

Role of the parent or carer 

 Try to find a quiet place for your son or daughter to work uninterrupted 

(away from the TV and other distractions). 

 Children should be encouraged to complete the homework whilst the task 

is still fresh in their memory. Since we are trying to encourage children 

to develop good habits and the ability to manage their workload, it is 

never a good idea to leave homework until the night before it is due! 

 We ask all parents to sign their child’s reading diary whenever they hear 

their child read. 

 We are keen for parents to support and help their children with 

homework. We think that children are likely to get more out of an activity 

if parents get involved as long as they do not take over too much (or do it 

for them!). 

 When homework is done with an adult, parents are encouraged to give 

feedback either in the reading child or homework book. This might be a 

simple “Well done – completed easily.” Or the note might let the teacher 

know that their child found the homework tricky – “Jason needed some 

help with this.”  

 

Role of the teacher 



The teacher will set the homework and ensure that task give the children 

opportunity to practise the skills they have been learning in class. Homework will 

be given on a regular night of the week and will also be collected on the same 

day each week. This will help children take responsibility for organising 

themselves, completing work and remembering to hand it in (all excellent 

practice for secondary school!) 

Children will be encouraged to return homework each week. If work is not 

returned regularly the class teacher will contact the parents to ask them to 

help and encourage their child to complete tasks. Teachers may ask children to 

use playtimes or lunchtimes to complete homework tasks if necessary. 

 

General 

 It is school policy not to set work for pupils whose parents take them on 

holiday in term time. 

 If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the 

teacher and the parent will agree together what action to take. 

 

Please ask if you require further information! 

We hope you have found the information in this policy useful and if you have any 

questions or concerns please do not hesitate to ask the class teacher. 
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